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[bookmark: _Hlk16341209][bookmark: _Hlk16842947][bookmark: _Hlk24638367]MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK:
[bookmark: _Hlk12100900][bookmark: _Hlk24638224][bookmark: _Hlk23587715][bookmark: _Hlk13311266][bookmark: _Hlk22908342][bookmark: _Hlk22908196][bookmark: _Hlk16341190][bookmark: _Hlk23586712]Sat: 6pm 30/11:    
Sun:10am 1/12:  
Mon: 9am 2/12:  Ursula Mc Kernan  
Mon:1pm  2/12:   Lyndsey Mc Guigan RIP
Tues: 9am 3/12:   Patrick Cassidy
Tues: 1pm 3/12:  Mary Hillis RIP
Wed: 9am 4/12:  
Wed: 1pm 4/12:  Jim Kerr RIP
Thurs:9am 5/12:  Patrick O’ Sullivan RIP
Thurs: 1pm 5/12: Robert Mc Lernon  Months Mind
Fri: 9am 6/12:     Patrick O’ Sullivan RIP
Fri 1pm 6/12:     
Fri: 6pm 6/12:    
Sat:  9am 7/12:   
Sat:1pm 7/12:   Bell Mc Mullan RIP
Sat: 6pm 7/12:  Gary Dale RIP (birthday)

To arrange a Mass intention, please contact one of the priests of the Parish, the Parish Deacon, the Parish Office or the Parish Repository.

Let us remember the SICK in our Prayers: Martin Donaghy, James, Clare, Eileen Delaney, Donna Carey, Danny Mc Kee, David, Barry Mulholland, Paul Connolly, Joan Smith, Briege, Marie Mc Guigan, Annie Crawford, Paul Mc Larnon, Larry Mc Gurk, Seán & Phyliss Smyth, Linda McDonald, Kevin Heaney, Louise Green, Lisa H, Colm Gallagher, Bridie Mc Crossan, Annette Dale, Brenda McKervey, Jean Kelly, Elizabeth Magee, Nora McDonagh, Mick Hughes, Annie McNally. Patrick McAnulty; Tony Lindsay, Maureen Dunlop, Alex Vernon, Kathleen McMullan, Sean Mc Donnell, Gretta Whyte, Eileen Foley, Anne Marie, Martin Jones; Jeannette Lee, Jim McAnespy, Charlotte Miskelly, Ann Hanna, Gary White, Christopher Browne, Clifford Browne, Anne Mc Crossan,  Fr Brian and John Mayes, Maureen Kane, Angela Coan, Josie McDermott, Sandra Jones, Tom Brennan, Christine Dewar, Mary Briggs, Veronica, Danny & Eliz Groves, Kevin Mc Kinley.
[bookmark: _Hlk14517706]
LAST WEEK TWO COLLECTIONS: 1. £476.  £356.
THIS WEEK ONE COLLECTION:  1. Running Expenses of Church
                                                            
FRIDAY BUILDING FUND COLLECTION: £410               

SILVER CIRCLE WINNERS: Larry Mc Gurk, Agnes O’ Reilly.



SUNDAY READINGS


First Reading
[bookmark: _Hlk25319224][bookmark: _Hlk24638396]Isaiah 2:1-5
Isaiah describes his vision in which all nations are gathered together by God in peace.
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 122:1-2,3-4,4-5,6-7,8-9
Rejoicing, let us enter the house of the Lord.
Second Reading
Romans 13:11-14
Be prepared, salvation is near.
Gospel Reading
Matthew 24:37-44
Jesus tells his disciples that the coming of the Son of Man will catch many people unprepared. Jesus tells his disciples that they are to always be ready for the day of the Lord.
Background on the Gospel Reading
Today is the first Sunday of Advent, which is also the first Sunday of a new liturgical year for the Church. The Advent season includes the four Sundays that precede Christmas. It is a time of preparation for the coming of the Lord. In this season, we recall two central elements of our faith: the final coming of the Lord in glory and the incarnation of the Lord in the birth of Jesus. Key themes of the Advent season are watchful waiting, preparation, and justice.
In this new liturgical year, the Gospel of Matthew will be the primary Gospel proclaimed (Lectionary Cycle A). In today's Gospel, we hear Jesus speak about the need for wakefulness, for watchful waiting, for the coming of the Son of Man.  Matthew's Gospel is dated by most scholars after 70 A.D. Most believe that Matthew wrote for a primarily Jewish community, but one that was no longer centered on the Temple in Jerusalem. These were Jewish Christians trying to come to terms with their relationship to Judaism in a new situation: Judaism after the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem. There may have been Christians who believed that the events of the world around them gave evidence of the imminent return of the Lord in glory.  
The passage from Matthew we read today is rather straightforward. No one knows the precise time of the coming of the Lord in glory, so watchful waiting and vigilance are required. The passage speaks to the uselessness of looking for signs; there will be none. As a thief sneaks in during the night, so will the Lord's coming in glory be. The question for us as members of the Christian community, then, is how do we prepare for this? Today's passage speaks more about the manner of waiting, rather than the details of the preparation. Jesus compares the vigilance required of Christians to the vigilance of a homeowner who knows the plans of the thief. If one knows that the thief's action is imminent, one remains watchful. As Christians, we know that our Lord is coming even if we cannot know the precise timing. Jesus calls us to be watchful and vigilant, like the homeowner. If we become lax in our Christian living, we may be caught unprepared.
                                                                                 
Loyola Press
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[bookmark: _Hlk25319252][bookmark: _Hlk23586761]Looking for ideas for Christmas presents and wanting to support St Mary’s then stop by our shop located at the at the back of the Church. Opens Mon – Sat 12 - 1:55 and again after 1pm Mass til 2pm (or when the last customer leaves).

The Cursillo Movement offer a warm welcome to all Cursillistas, past and present, to our Christmas Ultreya on Tuesday Dec 3rd, 8pm, at St Theresa’s Hall Glen Rd Belfast.  More info on Cursillo email downandconnorcursillo@yahoo.co.uk 


KNOCK ALL NIGHT VIGIL: New departure from Clonard Monastery at 1:30pm and Westwood centre at 2pm on Sat 7th Dec returning Sun 8th Dec at noon.  Price £45 includes breakfast and dinner.  Tel: Brendan 02890 665211 9am – 5pm Mon to Fri.

Cappella Caeciliana will present a Christmas concert in St John's Church of Ireland, Malone Road, at 7.30pm on Saturday 7th December. Tickets (£15 including refreshments) are available from www.caeciliana.org


Anam Cara Belfast, the organisation that supports bereaved parents, is holding it's monthly Parent Evening for bereaved parents on Wednesday 11th December at 7:20pm in the Crowne Plaza Hotel, Belfast, BT8 7XP. This event is free and open to all bereaved parents regardless of the age your child died, the circumstances of their death, or whether their death was recent or not.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
A Celtic Christmas by Candlelight
Join the award-winning St Agnes' Choral Society for a Celtic Christmas on Friday 13th December at 7.45pm in St. Peter's Cathedral, Belfast. With donations in aid of Belfast City Hospital's Renal Unit, the company will take you on a journey with some beautiful Christmas music, thoughts and reflections. They are delighted to be joined by South Down Choral Society and Schola Cantorum. Tickets are £12 (£6 chn) and are available from St. Peter's Cathedral, online at www.tinyurl.com/agneschristmas or by calling 07786837198. 


  



