ST MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Chapel Lane, Belfast BT1 1JJ
Tel: 028 90 32 04 82: www.stmarysbelfast.org     Registered Charity NO: 103983
E-mail:  stmarys@downandconnor.org
Priests: Fr Tim Bartlett Adm., Fr Jim Madden O.Praem.
[bookmark: _Hlk12619945]FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT (Cycle C) 22nd December 2019
[bookmark: _Hlk24638367]
MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK:
[bookmark: _Hlk12100900][bookmark: _Hlk24638224][bookmark: _Hlk23587715][bookmark: _Hlk13311266][bookmark: _Hlk22908342][bookmark: _Hlk22908196]Sat: 6pm 21/12:    Alex Vernon (Intentions)
Sun:10am 22/12:   For the People of the Parish
Mon: 9am 23/12:   Noreen Durkan Intentions
Mon:1pm  23/12:   Paul O’ Connor RIP
Tues: 9am 24/12:  Michael Durkan Intentions
Tues: 1pm 24/12:  Wellbeing of Betty Redmond 
Tues: 9pm 24/12: Christmas Vigil 
Wed: 10am 25/12:  The Nativity of the Lord. Parishioners of St Mary’s 
Wed: 1pm 25/12:  NO MASS
Thurs:9am 26/12:  NO MASS
Thurs: 1pm 26/12: Ricky & Melanie Johnson
Fri: 9am 27/12:  NO MASS    
Fri 1pm 27/12:  Eithne & Deirdre Banks
Fri: 6pm 27/12:      
Sat:  9am 28/12:   NO MASS 
Sat:1pm 28/12:      
Sat: 6pm 28/12:     

To arrange a Mass intention, please contact one of the priests of the Parish, the Parish Deacon, the Parish Office or the Parish Repository.

CHRISTMAS CONFESSIONS: In the run up to Christmas, Confessions will be available in the Church at the following times:
Every Week Day 12 – 12.55pm & for a time after the 1 pm Mass.
Saturday 21 December 12 pm to 6 pm, except during 1 pm Mass. 
Monday 23 December 12 pm to 6 pm, except during 1 pm Mass. 

CHRISTMAS MASS: The Vigil Mass for Christmas will be celebrated in St. Mary’ at 6 pm on Christmas Eve. Mass on Christmas Day will be at 10 a.m. and 11.30 a.m. (in Irish).
Mass each day after Christmas day will be at 1pm, including St Stephen’s Day. NO 9AM MASS UNTIL THURSDAY 2ND JANUARY 

Let us remember the SICK in our Prayers: We hold in our prayers in a special way at this time, all those in our Parish who are sick, housebound, in hospital or preparing for the results of medical tests.

[bookmark: _Hlk26626936]LAST WEEK ONE COLLECTION: 1. Running Expenses £578
THIS WEEK ONE COLLECTION:  Up Keep of Church                                                           
FRIDAY BUILDING FUND COLLECTION: £320

SILVER CIRCLE WINNERS: Gina Johnson, Lena Latimer.
[bookmark: _Hlk22294878]SUNDAY READINGS
[bookmark: _Hlk24015669][bookmark: _Hlk23586736]First Reading
Isaiah 7:10-14
Ahaz proclaims the sign that the Lord will give: a virgin shall give birth to a son, Emmanuel.
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 24:1-2,3-4,5-6
The Lord is the King of Glory who established the earth.
Second Reading
Romans 1:1-7
Paul greets the community at Rome and declares himself a servant of Christ Jesus.
Gospel Reading
Matthew 1:18-24
An angel appears to Joseph, directing him to take Mary as his wife and telling him that the child she will bear will be called Emmanuel.
Background on the Gospel Reading
Finally, on this the Fourth Sunday of Advent, our Gospel Reading permits us to begin our contemplation of the mystery of the Incarnation we celebrate at Christmas: “Now this is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about” (Matthew 1:18).  The Gospel of Matthew tells the story of the birth of Jesus from Joseph's perspective. Today's Gospel passage is the second movement in this story. In the preceding verses of the first chapter of Matthew's Gospel, the Evangelist has listed the genealogy of Jesus, tracing his lineage through King David to Abraham. In the chapter to follow, Matthew tells of the visit from the Magi, the Holy Family's flight into Egypt, and Herod's massacre of the infants in Bethlehem. (The other stories which we associate with Christmas, the Annunciation, the Visitation, the angel and the shepherds, are found in the Gospel of Luke).  We must not gloss over too quickly the difficult circumstances described in today's Gospel. The way that Joseph and Mary face these circumstances tells us much about these holy people and their faith in God. Joseph and Mary are betrothed to be married. This is sometimes described as an engagement period, but it is more than that. Betrothal in first century Jewish culture was in fact the first part of the marriage contract. A breach of this contract was considered adultery. Mary is found to be with child. If adultery is proven, the punishment might be death. Joseph has rights under Mosaic law, but chooses to act discreetly in his plans to break the marriage contract, so as to protect Mary. Then God intervenes.  The message of the angel of the Lord given to Joseph in his dream tells us much about the child that Mary bears and his role in God's plan. He is conceived by the Holy Spirit. His name will be Jesus, which in the Hebrew means “Yahweh saves.” He will be the fulfilment of the prophecy heard in today's first reading from Isaiah: “. . . The virgin shall be with child . . . and shall name him Emmanuel [God with us].” Joseph does as the angel of the Lord directs. He takes Mary to be his wife and accepts the child in her womb as his own. Joseph and Mary are both cooperative with God's plan. They are both models for us of what it means to be faithful servants of God.                                                                               LOYOLA PRESS.










ST. MARY’S CHRISTMAS CANDLE PRAYER CARDS: Why not light a candle as a gift for friends and family this Christmas and send them one of our new ‘St Mary’s Candle Prayer Cards’. Each Card explains that you have lit a candle in St. Mary’s for the person and includes a special prayer for them. Mass will be said each week in St. Mary’s for the intentions of all those for whom Candles have been lit. The suggested offering for small cards is 10 p and large cards 15p. The offering for candles is 25p. Thank you for your support.
[bookmark: _Hlk26626990]
THE LIVE CRIB AT ST. MARY’S
Visit The Live Crib at St. Mary’s Grotto, Chapel Lane Belfast, opened on Fri 13th and will be open to Tue 24 Dec and from Sat 28th Dec to Mon 6 Jan ‘20 from 10.30 a.m. to 6 p.m. and on 19th and 23rd Dec to 8 p.m. Come along and meet Mary, Joseph and Baby Jesus, the shepherds and the animals. The three wise men will arrive on 6th January. Animals featuring this year are donkeys: Obie, Denis, Pablo, Daisy, Pongo and friends kindly provided by the Irish Donkey Society, Holly the sheep and Tinsel and Archie the goats. Carols at 2 p.m. and 5 p.m.  Schools groups, choirs and carol singers welcome. Proceeds to Tuesday’s Child Following Yonder Star Christmas Appeal for children in Gaza, Syria, Kenya and Sudan. Prayers at the crib each day for peace for every child, born and unborn. Contact 07545-452362.
[bookmark: _Hlk26528812]NI CANCER PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES.  Tues. 19th May to Sunday 24th May 2020.   The price of £695 (with price reduction for Cancer Patients) will include: Return flights from Belfast International Airport, Full board and accommodation at the Hotel Agena in Lourdes for five nights based on twin/double/treble rooms. Travel insurance cover for persons up to 85 years on date of return.  The party will consist of patients, ex-patients, relatives and friends accompanied by medical, nursing and other staff. To enquire or to obtain a booking form please speak to a member of the committee on Tel: 07933938981; Email: mail@nicancerpilgrimage.org.uk  or contact: Mrs Jean Clarke, N. I. Cancer Pilgrimage, c/o Drumbo & Carryduff Parish,  546 Saintfield Road, Carryduff, Belfast, BT8 8DL.
Anam Cara Belfast, the organisation that supports bereaved parents, is holding it's monthly Parent Evening for bereaved parents on Wednesday 8th January at 7:20pm in the Crowne Plaza Hotel, Belfast, BT8 7XP. This event is free and open to all bereaved parents regardless of the age your child died, the circumstances of their death, or whether their death was recent or not.
Dominican College Fortwilliam Open Day is on Saturday 11th January 2020 from 9.30am to 1.00pm (Principal’s address 9.30am and 11.00am).   All prospective pupils are most welcome.

[bookmark: _GoBack]A PEACEFUL AND HOLY CHRISTMAS TO ALL OUR PARISHIONERS
